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Abstract 
Ignorance is multidimensional, polysemies and indoctrinating depending on the level of 
menial regimentation. Conservatism occasioned by undue loyalty can be a factor 
contributing to ignorance. Religion and morality meet but do not overlap in some ways. 
Morality is an aspect of religion and not the other way round. For instance, chastity before 
marriage and fidelity after marriage is not a moral statement because sexual relationships 
devoid of the knowledge of its effects on man is dangerous. The average life's span in 
Nigeria in 2004 was 56.4 years. It is therefore necessary to be careful, discrete and 
consistent to reduce the level of ignorance. 

Introduction 
Ignorance is multidimensional. Some aspects could be rigid, conservative and of egocentric. Secondly, it 

could be inadequate knowledge; thirdly, total adherence to a course of action that is not rationlizable; fourthly, to 
meet social needs of a given society and finally undue anxiety coupled with emotions. Precisely ignorance is looking 
at one side of an issue or situation without regard for others. Undue self esteem and maintaining ones ego at the 
expense of others. • 

It is very difficult to exhaust all aspects of ignorance in a write-up of this nature. References and examples 
shall be made to buttress some of the contentions. 

V 
Anxiety and Emotion 

Intelligence is a natural endowment measurable by environment and genetic traits. Mother contributes over 
70 percent of the intelligence of children. But environment and level of exposure determine the measure of 
ignorance. It is said by a character in "Othello" by Shakespeare (1604) "full many a flower of purest ray serence, the 
dark unfathomed cave of ocean beared. Full many a flower is born to blush unseen and waste its sweetness in the 
desert air". Knowledge determined by language (s) and its level of vocabulary constitutes in most cases the 
emotional level of people in a given locality. 

The recent oil and Christian vogue with its over generalized moral principles based on the sub mental attitude 
of Sanger and Malthus (Golden 1981) need to be properly addressed. 

Oil wealth, for example, in Niger Delta has created a lot of anxiety and emotional behaviours among the 
people. The mental level of our people lacks utilizable ability of the wealth. Some acquired much for the development 
of man. Niger Delta, the chief producer of the oil has not enough to glory of because of emotional attitudes of the 
people. If wealth is based on extrinsic value and morality of duty, anxiety and emotions are noticed everywhere. 
People sound ostentatious without commensurate intrinsic value attached thus anxiety and emotion remains at the 
bottom line. 

For instance, polygamy is much more pronounced in the aquatic areas of the Niger Delta. It is where women 
are still part of men's physical assets. In some areas, adultery and payment of damages are pride. Ignorance does not 
allow them realize that excessive sexual relationships reduce the life span of a man. The poor environment, poor 
feeding; much alcoholic drinks and indiscriminate dating, the assumed medium of relaxation are very inimical to 
human life. How many Nigerians know the quantity of protein required a day? How many take in enough daily? 

A careful study of Warri crises and Christianity in the Niger Delta showed the level of sincerity and truth 
among Niger Deltans. (I Corinthians 5:6-8). Words like marginalization, customary tenants, over lordship, royalties, 
OIu of Warri, resource control, derivation and arbitrary possessions contrary to legal verdicts abound without 
considering the temporary nature of the insurrection. 

Christians leave one church to the other in protest against ethnic leadership. Some leave because of faded 
relationships among the people. They could be due to surreptitious carnal relationships that are being suspected, 
some men and women share indecent relationships secretly; openly they proclaim blood relationship and homage or 
respect for old relationships with a given family. Some pastors preach ethnic sermons in a church and their satellite 
friends are not all of the same ethnic group. Many sound articulate preachers operating around very small 
vocabularies, pretending to be carrying the people along. 

There are Arabs- Egyptians, Palestinians, Iraqis, Iranians, and Lebanese etc in Israel who are pure Muslims. 
They do not leave Israel during war with their countries. There are Jews who are Muslims. The Jews do not attack 



them in Israel except at the fringe when they are constituting danger to the Jews. 

Inspite of all anxiety and emotions expressed during the Warri crises among the people the Peace Treaty was 
G3 among the people of Delta South Senatorial District. Christians can now move to and fro Ijaw and Itsekiri areas. 
They can now marry one another etc. those who died out of anxiety 
and emotions were no Martyrs 

Indoctrination and Parochialism 
Indoctrination is a perpetual regimentation that results in rigid sense of belonging devoid of rationalization and 

derivation. It is a master-servant relationship of the Vassal State in Europe during the period of despotism. Kings in 
Israel had unquestionable rights and could order the killing of anybody. For example, David took Balchaba Uriah's 
wife to wife and ordered that he should be put in the war front to ensure his death. 

The endless power of the kings did not go beyond the prophets. Prophet Samuel was able to challenge King 
Saul and Nathal revealed the atrocity of King David. Religion is today the development of will power that can 
ensure vicarious visualization of the celestial realm. This is only practised in White Robe Churches. Other churches 
preach faith and mutual relationships among people. They are told their lives will never be the same. Some of them 
are stack illiterates that are easily exploited and extorted by pastors. For example, thou shall not steal; thou shall not 
commit adultery and fornication; thou shall not tell lies etc. how many people are faithful voluntarily? The issue of 
chastity and fidelity is almost a mockery of the reality of Saints. As indoctrinated as some of us are, pretence puts 
many in situations that are contrary to their true nature. 

Most of the mentally regimented people are whores but their silence seems to make them acceptable in the 
churches. Chastity though preached about daily, Itsekiri that hold very tenaciously to the principle of virginity had 
relaxed. It is now an omen to see a girl of 22 years that is still a virgin. 

Some very disciplined Pentecostal churches do pregnancy test before wedding. In some strict unfaithfulness, 
some people's urine are used for the pregnancy tests. Some pretentious disciplined Christians use condom to avoid 
pregnancy. Others allow abortion to show chastity and up Tightness to the congregation in their bid to keep to the 
principles of indoctrination. William Dane told Silas Manner in a novel titled "Silas Marner" by Eliot (1984). 

How do I know what you have done in the secret chambers of your heart to give the Satan an advantage over 
you? 
 



 
Silas Manner replied his friend Dane thus: 
You may prosper for ail that for there is no just God hat governs the earth righteously but a God of 
lies that bears false witness against the innocent. 

These two quotations reveal false indoctrination occasioned by societal needs outside the true self of an individual. 
W. Dane, an elder in a church could make such a statement against his friend Manner because of material benefit. He 
did not understand the concept, "salvation" and its purest attributes. He was impatient, anxious and emotional to 
acquire wealth. The indoctrinated ignorance of Dane reduces his level of clairvoyance and vicarious visualization of 
the realms above. 

Silas Manner, who was probably a member of the church merely for companionship only went ahead to 
accuse the God in man and not true Jehovah God, He took hasty conclusion by using these words just, governs, lies, 
false etc parochially and left the church. This was a dull mind that arrives at an inference that flatters a desire without 
futuristic postulative ability or consideration. If he had realized that the situation was a mere inference that flatters a 
desire he would have been able to retain that the notion from which the inference emerged was purely a mere 
problem. The issue was not political but divine. The whole situation was an exercise of love with much 
dissimulation. 

For instance, the creation of Midwestern Region in 1963 was parochial and vindictive because it was ethnic, 
political gangring and egocentric. It lacked human consideration that could lead to mutual relationships. It was 
created with a view to marginalizing some people. It culminated into the exile of a first class king in 1964 and the 
Governorship of a man from ethnic majority group a nominal and ceremonial position that was regrettable. The 
king on exile came back. When he was going on exile he quoted Micah 7:8 Rejoice not over me oh my enemies for 
if I fall I shall rise again if I am in the dark the Lord shall be light unto my path. 

The same anxiety coupled with ethnic indoctrination and desire to acquire wealth devoid of dignity brought 
about Delta State on the 91'1 August 1991. The attendant Warri crises was meant for the extermination of certain 
ethnic group. The organizers did not remember that an Ethiopian Monarch, Theodore II vowed to wipe out all 
Muslims from the surface of the earth. The Monarch was a Christian of Solomic Dynasty in the 19 ' Century A.D. He 
was funny. It was mere desire that never reflected, "thought" but hinged on "thinking". It might be necessary to 
explain "thought" and "thinking" for the context. 

Thought is an outburst from the mind, a part of the noosphere. It is an intuition. Thinking is rationalization of 
a concept within a given "thought". Thinking can be affected by human ego, selfishness, indoctrination and 
emotions. It is selfish when it lacks regard for others potentialities. It is a past tense of "thinking" but it is a frame 
work for consideration. Thought is definite; it has concepts that are dealt with within a given context. When it stems 
out of divine devotion, it gives presence of mind, good direction, enshrined in intrinsic value and morality of 
aspiration. It is itch free liberal, natural and carries all along without fear or favour. Apostle Paul said in the book of 
I Corinthians 9:16-18 that divine thought is of necessity, willingness and devotion thus there is no room for 
insurrection, change of pulpit, establishing new churches because people are ready to follow you like flies. It is the 
parochial that migrates from one church to the other. 

Knowledge, Habit and Level of Exposure 
Pestalozzi (1912) said that a child's mind is a tabular raser that is; it is blank and gradually exposed to 

information, which are absorbed and retained, The mind is a storehouse with many compartments that store 
knowledge singly and integrated within different disciplines. 

Le Sharn (1976) divided knowledge into five types: 
1. Incremental 
2. Multi-dimensional 
3. Polysemy 
4. Interrelated, and     

  
  Heterogeneity 

 The mind, which was said to be a tabular raser takes information at certain age by imitation. It obeys instructions 
based on derivations and rationalization. As information comes in from various angles learners started to have 
expanded knowledge. The rate differs from one-person to the other. The less informed may be conservative and not 
very ready for a change. This may be due to false self-ego which characterized the Warn Crises of 1997-2003. 

 The third polysemy, is ambiguity of words used when writing and preaching, sentiment, emotion and 



impressionistic attitudes. Knowledge based on this cannot lead to specialization oratory outside a theme and context 
may not help listeners. 

 For example, the phrases like your life will never be the same, being born again, being a changed man etc and 
using eclectic words in place of monocemic words may generate into many meanings. For instance, the knowledge of 
the temptation of Jesus Christ in the wilderness has sociopolitical meaning than literary interpretations. Is it humanly 
possible to go without food for forty days and forty nights? The practice of teaching it literarily shows Christ's 
spiritual power sounds polysemies. People need to have knowledge, distinct, correlative and interrelated always. 
This is not to condemn polysemy as a part of knowledge but not very advisable at pastoral level because it creates 
room for emotion and indoctrination. It is ignorance within a specific context. 

 Interrelatedness which is a part of a lesson plan called entry behaviour or previous knowledge must be relevant and 
related rather than isolated references. Many scholars appear articulate but a careful look at what they say and write 
are not very interrelated. 

 For instance, Shakespeare, "Twelfth Knight" the work has a framework. It started with " if music be the food of 
love, play on...." It shows that it was going to be a comedy. All the other aspects must be related to love and good 
luck. Preachers are suppose to be careful when preaching because there are some isolated versions in some chapters 
that need evaluation. Some of our write-ups have a lot of anxiety and emotions that distort a lot of facts especially 
historical and political evidences. Eweka dynasty started in 1200 A.D in Benin (808) years ago and Urhobo and 
Itsekiri left Benin in about 1473 (Egharevba, 1968). Warri Kingdom was founded in 1480 but no archival 
document showed any other kingdom in the defunct Delta Province except Agbor until 1896, when the British started 
to move into the hinterland. It was the Olu of Warri that had contact with the Portuguese as early as 1505 (Kenny, 
1983). 

 As early as 1689 Warri had contact with Okwuagbe. The people had no transaction with Itsekiri and no mention 
was made of the people of Udu, the next Urhobo Local Government Area. Agbassa from Agbarha Otor and 
Okumagba of Otor Okpara are being paraded as the owners of Warri, a people of less than seven generations in 
Warri. What were responsible for the movement of these people to Okere and Warri, and the Urhobo of Udu and 
Ujewen did not claim ownership of anywhere in Warri? The people of Aladja claimed ownership of Ogbe-Ijoh and 
Isaba are in court. The Ijaw accepted the over lordship of the Olu of Warri. They said they were given the lands by 
the Olu thus they won the suit against Aladja. The position of Aladja in relation to Ogbe-Ijoh and Isaba does not 
seem to exempt Aladja from being part of Warri Kingdom. 

 The issue of Interrelatedness and meaningful derivation to reduce isolated evidences and polysemic meanings 
should be avoided because they increase the level of ignorance in many ways. 

 Heterogeneity: this is where we found ourselves much more than others. It appears to be very related to polysemy 
but ambiguity and unrelated phases of elements meet but do not overlap enough to draw conclusion of similarity. 

Heterogeneous knowledge in the churches, social sciences and expressive arts except English are of 
different phases that our curriculum planners need very sound knowledge to correct ambiguity and irrelevance at 
every point. Distinct understanding of the six forms of Non-fiction Genres of Buss and Karnowski (2002) and six 
forms of knowledge of Hirst (1974) must be understood to ensure understanding of issues and concepts within 
defined concepts. Ignorance of these causes easy indoctrination and emotional adherence to unnecessary aspects of 
ones ego. 

Life is wholislic but has a lot of compartments with different concepts of conjunclivity, disconjunctivity and 
relational (Bruner, Goodnow and Austin 1956). Conjunctive concepts are the presence of value of several attributes. 
Disconj unctive concepts on the other hand are characterized by the presence of one or other of certain attributes. 
Relational concepts are defined by specifiable relationship between defining attributes. It is advisable that care must 
be taken when dealing with relational concepts because of the arbitrariness in the relation of the'attributes, which 
can substitute for one another. Heterogeneity and polysemy must not be regarded as being similar because concepts 
and approaches to each seem to differentiate them. 

Religion in most cases is monocentric because of the defined principles involved. Relationship with 
divine essence does not need morality or rationalization. It is not to attack noise or shout because the lord is a silent 
listener. 

The emotional approach to appease the gods among the aquatic ethnic groups should not be over used. For 
instance, the drumming and dancing of white robe churches are meant for development of clairvoyance simple future 



etc and not the level of clairudence when a clairvoyant person is able to communicate in the astral world. Some 
people may be so clairvoyant that they may be able to reach the level of claiudence in the mist of dancing, singing 
and drumming. They are very few. It may be true to conclude that we are all operating within the level of 
elementals, which I want to call second level above man where evil abounds. Animals, birds and treacherous people 
operate there. If it is the elemental levels that we operate and collect the messages, vibrations and calls them God 
sent, there is an enigma. It is only an area that has link with the noosphere, the seat of the mind. It worries the mind 
and the terrestrial body. The less clairvoyant becomes so disturbed that the subconscious mind becomes less 
active thus the celestial body begins to be broadened instead of focusing intercession and stimulation of the human 
mind. For a Christian to be close to the spiritual realm, the language and practice must be monocemic. Indoctrinating 
language of prosperity is not bad but the level of anxiety it creates seems to reduce the relationship between man and 
God. 

Monocemic principles of Christian Religion and other rituals outside it should not be based on habit 
because habit is a routinized behaviour in man for a definite service. It does not encourage changes. It is monofocal 
and irreversible. It encourages false ego, arrogance, emotions and aggression. 

For instance, the idea of having godfather and ethnic loyalty or affiliation does not encourage merit. It gives 
room for counting your deeds to the church with a view to. tagging the people as being ingrates. Whatever one 
acquires while there will be left behind. The conservative attitude of many does not allow fro a change. Stagnation 
can be due to mental habit of not seeing anything good in other people. 
Ignorance of many is limitless. For instance, many Christians and assumed scholars sound belligerent because of 
poor educational level. A man is not educated unless his attitudes are worthwhile and socially desirable (Peters 
1970). The ongoing political structure in Nigeria is very deplorable because of the habit of extrinsic value at the 
expense of consideration for others. 
Most aspects of our relationships are limited because of poor level of exposure. We all pray for prosperity without 
suggesting to the Government to increase workers salaries. A member of National Assembly, House of Assembly 
and Heads of Tertiary institutions enjoy financial benefits lavishly. Some go home with 10-15 million Naira every 
month. The last dispensation (Obasanjo) they planted flowers with 2.5 million Naira in their compound, over 54 
billion U.S Dollars were said to have been used for power supply in Nigeria but personal generators abound 
everywhere among the plutocrats. 

Trade Union leaders in most cases had become part of management. They collect dues monthly to attend 
meetings without gaining any substantial results. Trade Union leaders now take position of responsibility in 
Government thus they no longer represent the people effectively. Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) had their 
own quota among the pilgrims of 2006 from Delta Slate. Pilgrims were given W 200 Dollars instead of $4 1000.00 
Dollars without explanation. It was made known to the people at home but nobody seems to see anything wrong in it. 
If ignorance as a result of self-gain is allowed to lead a people progress is always very difficult. 

Conclusion 
The observations expressed by the author of this small piece of work appear controversial and most very likely 

to be rejected by many. Sanger and Malthus talked of two theories of phrenology and Eugenics. They described 
Africans as submen because of conservatism; they belong to the first group of Plato's classification of society- 
appetite. The few that belongs to the second group of spirited/emotional perpetuates master- servant relationships 
of exploitation. They are very religious with stagnant mental attitudes. They are very emotional and dishonest. How do 
we serve God without sincerity and truth and expect growth in society. 

Miracles had taken over from principles of salvation. People bargain to be dishonest, charms are prepared to 
ensure monogamy; stubborn satellite girl friends may die or otherwise is the case. Recently a lady died few days after 
caesural operation and the housewife was heard to have said "imiyo ti agben ni ona eka so" meaning maize planted 
on a road does not bear fruit. Sub life occasioned by emotion in a society without structure. 

In Apostle Paul's letter to Timothy he said a Bishop and Deacon should be husbands of one wife. Secondly, he 
said in a letter to the Corinthians that every man should have his own wife and every woman her own husband, . . .  
not as a law but As concession. Some will jump to a rash conclusion that a Reverend encourages polygamy. You are 
free but kindly read the following. 
1. Biologically, you are not suppose to have sex more than four times in 30 days, if you have two 

or three wives will you not do some disservice to them? 
2. The uncertainty of our economy and the sub nature of our society do not need multi-marriage 

because the potential is not there to maintain and sustain the marriage. 
3. Most of our children are not intelligent because of the physical problems of their mothers. We 



are all under-nourished with short life's span of 56.4 years (2004 Dairy Federal Ministry of 
Statistics). Why negative relaxation always in dating a woman? Women had left the level of  
third class to first class citizens therefore can no longer be relegated. 
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